Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



LETTKR "-' J*B 



Eupus b:' bulloc^I 



OF- O-MJOB-OI-A-, 



"^^- 



The Republican Senators and Representatives 



•M 



m CONGRESS WHO SUSTAIX 



THE BECONSTBUCTION ACTS. ,^ 



WILLAED'S HOTEL, MAY 21, 1870. 






W \bflllifC TU^ 

Clll-OMCI^ PRINT 511 &INTH bTBEliT 
1S7U 




sBdBy^OOgle 



7b the EepuhliMTi Semtors an^. Hepresew- 
tatitiea in Congress who sustain the re- 
eonstmction acts: 

Gentlemen: I regret that duty to 
myself personally, and to my offlcia! po- 
sition, requires that I should address 
myself in this maaner to those with 
whom I am politically associated. My 
reasons for so doing are found in the 
following extract from a speech made 
by the honorable Senator from Connec- 
ticut, Mr. Ferry, on the 17th instant; 
"But I do say that had Georgia for 
the last two years been in the In 
men of high patriotism; if it had 
the hands of men who were looking to 
the welfare of the nation instead of their 
own pecuniary advancement, we might 
have had a different state of things 
there from what exists to-day." And 
also in the conclusion arrived at 
by four Republicans and one Demo- 
cratic member of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the Senate that in paying D, 
C. Forney, the publisher of the Chron- 
icle, bills as rendered for printing 
pamphlets, extracts, and speeches on 
the Georgia question, I did "use im- 
proper means to influence the vote of 
Senators upon the Georgia question. ' ' 

Were these the production of Demo- 
crats, neither my voice nor my pen would 
be raised to notice them ; coming from 
Republican sources, they are worthy of 
notice. 
In noticing first the allegation of 8en- 
vator Ferry, "that bad Georgia for the 
- at two years been in the hands of men 
uiiHgh patriotism if it had 
handS^of men who were looking to the 
welf^Xpf the nition instead ot their 
own pec^iary advancement we might 
bave had\a difEeient state of thmgs 
there from ivW exists to day I would 
say that from my stand iiomt T can fuL\ 
conLUi witnthe Seii.tfi m hii tat- 
Bipnt fn-m he tu.t u^t tor th It; 




two years, or at least until the 20th ot 
January last fteorgii has been In the 
hands of a rebel Democritic legislative * 
organization. But as the rem irk w ert- 
dently intended to apply to the Repub- 
licans of that State ind to myself aa 
the head of the State government, '1 
shall refer to a few historical facts tor 
the purple of estabbshmg the injus- 
tice, to use the mildest form of expres- 
sion, which is done by the Senator to 
the Eepublicans of our State and to 
myself by his remark 

On the 4th day of July 186T a con- 
vention met in Atlanta to organize a Ee- 
publican party in our State, m opposi- 
tion to that kind ot Repubhcanism 
which claimed Andrew Tohnson as 
its chief. That convention resolved 
to sustain the reconstruction acts 
gress, and to endeavor to 
establish a government for tbe State 
under and by virtue of those actB, 
It was a small beginning and the men 
who participated in that organization 
surrounded bv all the malignity of 
iButi hate, inflamed and embittered by 
the endorsement of t*ie convention in _ 
favor of the enfranchisement of the col 
ored men so lately their sUves And 
the little band who thus bravely met 
were threatened on all Bides and their 
ves were hy no means secure 
In November of the same year an elec' 
tion was had to decide bj a vote whether 
_. convention under the reconstruction 
acts should be called and at the same 
time for the election of delegates to the 
convention should its call be ratified 
In this election the Republicans of the 
State ^\ ere successful The convention 
was (.ailed and durmg the nmter of 
186i b a constitution wis framed m 
which there is no sign of proscription, no- 
test oaths no ('istrancLisement All^ 
' men of sound mind who have not been 
coiivii..tedtlfelmv andwhoait Lwcnt> 
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•,-" %\ OBO years of age ami residents of the 
&tite are under it entitled to vote and 
ti. h Id offife 

III Apiil 1866 the constitution was 

luLiiiittt-ri to a -vote of the people aad 

^ t the time time undei an ordinance of 

t^e con^cution -m elei,tion was held 

itt the offlf^rs provided for m the new 

coistitirtion, aGfOvernor and membeis 

)f the Genial Assembly who by vir 

tile of the ordinance, were declared to 

tJPIiovisionai officers, and who, if au- 

tJiOTized by the eommander of the clis- 

, Wret ivere to enter upon the iJlscharge 

J, jWEtheir duties as such, and were to con- 

, ^Ifiae piovisionil until the State was re- 

s ^*^(J to the Union, when they would 

" "-KMi^ir terms of oEBceaa pre- 

J the constitution. This cam- 

^Ugn res ilted m the ratifleation of the 

^^b^tltutun, andin the election of my- 

^»fi ftnd a General Assembly, whose 

^Wmibers a elected, were very evenly 

bonded between the Republican party, 

K^-feB party favoring the reeonstrnction 

^^-f*^*^' ""*' ^^^ Democratic party, the 

s^^ party opposiuK those acts. 

'4^ Under -uid by virtue of the act of June 

-S^= iffi l&os theGeneralAeaemblyconvened 

_^:; OB the 4th of July of the same year. 

^ Among th»e elected by the opposite 

f party there w ere at least thirty who were 
^ eflpeeiallv prohibited by thp act of June 
^ g5 and hy previous acts, from holding 
^ .Office they bemg disqualified by the 3d 
^ fiction 3f the fourteenth amendment. 

tltis fact was earnestly pressed upon the 
_ aftentitm of the commanding general by 
'ptyself as will be shown by the published 
report of the military commanders and 
Sfek * *^^ Judiciary Committee of the Sen- 
f^ ate Kotwithstanding this presentation 
V of facts how ver the commanding gen 
^ eral deemed it wise to make no objec 
fion to th sp members retammg their 
seats and the Legisliture thus orga 
™- nizpd in vnlation of the law laving 
->^ , Koue through the form of adopting 
?g-2^t*ie conditions then reqiired m the 
f4*^^0EBtruction acts the btate by mih 
\} ^^ '"^'^"^ ^"^ remanded to the civil 
\£ gffWnment thus established 

; In September of the same year this 
'^ l^»lati¥e organization excluded^tpm 
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their seats gome twenty-eight of ita 
membeia who were of Alncan descent 
At this point the contest originating 
from the enfranchisement of the col 
ored men ivas renewed with all its 
bitterness While the question of -this 
expulsion was leing con<iidered by the 
LegislaEure I m an official rommuni 
cation impressed npon them m 
tlie strongest terms which I wis capa 
ble of using, the great wrong which was 
about to be perpetrated, and, of course^ 
tlierehy stimulated a renewal of our po- 
litical animosities. Earnest ■ appeals 
were made to me by frightened and dis- 
couraged Bepublicans to acquiesce in 
this outrage, and offers of high politicaJ 
preferment and ad/ancement were indi- 
rectly tendered to me by the opposite 
party to effect the same object, accom- 
panied by threats of the vengeance that 
would be visited upon me if I did not 
accept their terms. 

Upon this state of facts I submit to 
the honorable Senator frona Connecti- 
cut, and to the Bepublicans of Congress 
who have sustained the reconatinction 
policy, as to whether "high patriotism" 
and the "welfare of the nation," or my 
"own pecuniary advancement" weiethe 
moving causes in this political edtoaiion. 
Kotwithstanding my protests and ap- 
peals, however, the Legislatui e pei sisted 
in maintaining the expulsion of the 
colored members. And information of 
the fact that the reconstiuction acts 
had been disregarded in the organiza- 
tion of the Legislature by allowing 
thirty or more disqualified members 
to be seated, and the evil results 
which had followed this failure to 
execute the law in the expulsion of the 
colored members from the organization, 
was transmitted by myself m a fori 
manner to Senator Morgan and Be^":.- 
sentative Schenck, in whose handawas 
left the question of a session of Corgress 
1 etween its adjournment in July ind it» 
regular assembling in Deeem*er, wi| " 
the request that should a ai^ou in, ^L. 
meantime be had the matter shotiM be 
laid before Congress. As is well knowH, 
no session took plioe, but on tte 
asg^utbliag of Cengrees m Pec(»dM#, 







I foxiiiaUy preseiited the facts liereto 
fore leterred to And from that 
hour until, upon the recommendatioit of 
our firm and patriotic President, the act 
of D'ecemlier 22 waa passed, by which 
this defiance of the reconstruction laws 
was rebuked and the outrage perpetra- 
ted under cover of it redressed, I have 
been inatant in season and out of season 
in using every proper means within my 
power and control to bring facta bearing 
upon the matter to the attention of Con- 

During this terrible struggle of nearly 
two years, when delegations of men 
from Georgia who had been true to the 
"Union, men native and to the manor 
born, have presented themselves and 
their grievances here at the feet of Con- 
gress, surrounded as they were at home 
by threats of vengeance and of violence, 
their assassination publicly recom- 
mended in the newspapers, the hope 
published that they might "perish by 
the wayside," and that " Georgiashould 
be no more cursed by their bated pres- 
ence"— followed, as all this was by the 
prompt murder of several of them as 
they passed on the highway from the 
railroad station to their own firesides— 
let me ask again of the distinguished 
Senator from Connecticut if " high pat- 
riotism " or "looking to the welfare of 
the nation" would have caused me to 
presson, or whether my own "pecuniary 
advancement" would not have been 
largely secured by surrendering to our 
enemies V No, gentlemen, the Senator 
but repeats the slanders and misrepre- 
sentations which have been heaped upon 
myself and the Republicans of Georgia 
during all this contest. I liave the 
charity to beiieve that the Senator has 
beer, misled by these misrepresentations. 
But be assured there is no " pecuniary 
advancement " in the line of strict ad- 
herence to Republican principles, and 
the measures involved In the reconstruc- 
tion policy of Congress in Georgia For- 
tunate, indeed, is he who saves hi3 life, 
even though he lose that which to every 
nnn should be dearer tlian life dearer 

■ than pecuniary advani-ement— his good 

* fiome and fame 




It away out on the confines ofwvj 
tion a settler is threatened i 
by the prowling bands of Indi^is, tia 
at once moved, money i» ^tI 
spent, and the whole country is aro 
for his protection, but, oi 
hand', if white and black friends ot Uii- 
Union are whipped and murdeicd m '■he 
South by prowling bands of disguised 
Kuklux, the President is prevented y^ofll y 
granting protection because the lawseKh ' M^ 
not authorize him, and when ™^*i^^C7 
delegations come to the capital from SiwT^ \ 
South to plead with Congress for I 
and for their rights, ha^te u made to J 
them under "investigation" Tfith tfe 
vain hope that the lies of mtete^w 
rebels may have some foundation in a) 
Are Southern Republicans beyon* g 
pale of protection or justice^ Isf 
odium which we have incurred f 
rebels because we have supported yo^ 
me^ures to be upheld here to bar ' 
from your approval? While we ri^ S" 
lives and our propertj, will you aid 1 
taking from us that whichisdearertl^ 
all these — our good name and ( 
tation? These are serious questnadt^ 
and the answer is anxiouslj looked fcff"^ 
by every Southern Kepubhcan. 

Now, gentlemen, permit me to invjitfs^ 
your attention to the finding of a mat- \ 
jority of the members of the Judiciary ^ 
Committee. And, nght here, let me ea> ^*" 
press my grateful thankstd t^eoBinority ^^ 
of the committee who had the m^nltn^ ^^~ 
to express their convictions, and to w»3ft^E 
"that Governor Bullotk h^s acted hon(&-i^^' 
ably and fairly throughout the whftlfe'^ 
controversy." 

The Legislature of Georgia l,uiving o^ 
ganized under the act of December, a"' 
in strict conformity with the previoi»^ 
reconstruction acts, adopted the severe 
conditions required by Congresi, an^ 
elected Senators. Appiicationwasma^ff-^ 
for the admission of the State into ^S|^j 
Union. Upon this the Reconstruct^^ ^ 
Committee of the House of Represeiaa^ 
tives reported a biU for the admi^io^oi^ 
Georgia precisely similar in alVg^peftt*. 
to those by which Virginn, 3*fesiflj^i^^^^ 
and Texas were admitted Thii hiff^ 
was and is entirely satisfactory to ti^ 
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bimdrecl d Umh loaned the colored men, 

' tile balanceof the fourteen thousand five 

> hundred dollars drawn by him while 

"Washington was used slxiut his own 

private afEair<i (the expenditure of the 

JBTger portmn of which he explained to 

the committee,) and without any refer- 

encewhate\ertolegislation ;thathedid 

not ko^wanyperwnhythenameof Lewis 

Porter , that such a person might have 

j.^ been introduced to him, and he might 

know his face were he to see him; but 

1 that he never heard, except from wliat 

he had seen pubhshed in the papers, of 

any attempt through him, or any one 

I else, to influence a Senator," 

I am opposed fo what is known as tlie 
Binghaai amendment, or any proviso 
substantiallj like it, because it seeks to 
deny to the Bepublican party in Georgia 
, the fruits of the political victory that 
they have achieved after the terrible 
tnals of the past two years of contest; 
because it seeks to restrain the full 
effect of the literal execution of the re- 
construction acts in such a manner as 
to promote the interests and the wishes 
^ oftheverymenand the very party who 
■^ have persistenth and by every conceiv- 
f able means and meanness, sought to 
■ defeat those acts, because its adoption 
will be a rebuke to, and will destroy, 
the Bepubliuin onranization which 
nas maintained those acta and sup- 
g, ported the administration and the 
party in our State, and because 
any attempt to hold anelection there for 
members of the General Assembly be- 
fore those akeadv elected have enjoyed 
t^eir constitutional term of two years 
88 a State in the Union under the new 
constitution will result, in the utter 
alWQdonment bv them and by the party 
ot anj further attempt to uphold and 
maintain the policy which a Republican 
Ooi^ress has inaugurated, and which it 
would thus be shown a BepvbUnan Con- 
gress has abandtmfd. 

In this connection, the following ex- 
tract fiom the Savannah Mm-ning Mies, 
al^dingDemocratio journal of Georgia 
of the IP' „^r 111 iMniportaf^t; 



Columbus ftwi that the TOmpifnipnt ptht-tii 
the coiTespondent to tlie wliit.i people of 
GeoTKia is deserved. They liaye fmm the 
fitoeption of this business given Radicaliama 
fight that it was totally unprepared for. It 
was in the original pmgramme that Georgia 
should be reconstructed first. This was a ' 
tacit actnowtedgment of her power and to- 
fluence. But Georgia would not and will net 
be reeonstmctpd radically save at the point 
of the bayonet. If the other Southern ^ates 
had followed her lead in place of compro- 
mising as Virginia and Mississippi have done, 
the Radical party would have been beaten at 
every point In the coming campaigns. 

I will not deny that this result would 
bring peace to Georgia; but it would be 
the peace of death. Eepublican princi- 
ples would be abandoned forever, and 
the 106,000 loyal men who voted for and 
carried the convention and the constitu 
tion would be heaid from no more 
There is no "amnestj with rebels for 
men in Georgia who hne dared to be 
Republicans and to sustain measures 
which enfranchised the black man 
There is no "relief from the disability " 
except in death, in submission or m 
"ight. 

Gentlemen, the issue is before you 
Your friends ask for the prompt admis- 
sion of the State of Georgia on terms 
precisely similar to th»=e which were 
adopted for Vii^inia Mississippi and 
Texas. The conditions required of 
those States have been performed by ns 
Under this action by Crngress we 
will, during the term for legislation 
which is prescribed in the new con 
stitution for the General Asseiahly gi^ e 
full force and effect to the great and 
living principles of universal freedom 
engrafted upon our new constitution by 
securing the privileges of ftee education 
and of a free ballot to all citizens 
Deny this to us, withhold it from us and 
neither of these results will follow but 
the responsibility for the sacrifice 
of the reputation, the lives and the 
property of the men who ha^ebeen de 
stroyed for daring to uphold your meaa 
ures— responsibility for the utter de 
struction of Republicanism m treorgia 
will be with yourselves and not with us 

RUFUs B BpLLOC^C 
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